38% ERFL ‘BOBEAT 1

BERE 'AOBH
— % SR SRR LR R EH e a S O —

Five photographers and the negative aspect of the Showa period
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This paper will examine the works of representative photographers (Yosuke Yamahata, Ken
Domon, Shomei Tomatsu, Tsuneo Enari and Hiromi Tsuchida)who photographed the fifteen years
war, and will attempt to examine how their works unfold within a given chronological framework.

In the first chapter, the reason for designating the Showa period as “negative” will be given, as well
as the reason for selecting the five photographers. In the second chapter, their career and work will
be summarized to attain a better understanding of each photographer. From the third to the six
chapter, the Showa period will be divided into four parts, and will examine how their works
progressed within time. The final chapter will argue how the negative aspect of the Showa period
can be understood through their works.

As photographers, they each represent a point within the history of photography. But by
understanding how their work sheds light upon the negative aspect of the Showa period, their work
jointly form a line, transcending the particular significance each may have.

If the past war and the present are points, the line formed by their work constitute a chronological
framework in modern history that unites the two points.
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