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Burne-Jones: Friendship with William Morris in College Days
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On either side the river lie

Long fields of barely and of rye,

That clothe the wold and meet the sky;
And thro’ the field the road runs by
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To many-tower’'d Camelot:

And up and down the people go,
Gazing where the lilies blow
Round and island there below,
The island of Shalott---

Sometimes a troop of damsels glad
An Abbot on a amblimg pad,
Sometimes a curly shepherd-lad

Or Long-hair’d page in Crimson clad,
Goes by to tower’d Camelot;

And sometimes thro’ the mirror blue
The knights come riding two and two-"**
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Tears, idle tears, I know not what they mean,
Tears from the depth of some divine despair
Rise in the heart, and gather to the eyes,
And thinking of the days that are no more.
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