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Last week the Bush administration announced that it would slap a 200 per-
cent tariff on some $300 million worth of European farm exports—mainly
white wines from France, Italy, Germany and Belgium —if the European
Community refuses to reduce its production of subsidized oilseeds within 30
days.

Newsweek, November 16, 1992
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Compared with France and Italy, Germany’'s agricultural sector is small and
its merchandise trade large, so potential benefits to Germany under a broad
GATT agreement would be enormous.

Newsweek, November 9, 1992
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But many of them (=French farmers) are gripped by an us—against—them
world view in which the U.S. is not just a trade competitor but a sinister
force out to ruin them.

Time, September 27, 1993
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France has nevertheless succeeded in winning significant concessions on a
deal which until a month ago the Americans, and most of France’s Europe-
an partners, had insisted was untouchable; he has achieved an easing of re-
straints on subsidised farm exports by the European Union (formerly the
Community).

The Economist, December 11, 1993
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Two weeks ago Sir Leon Brittan, the EC trade commissioner, and Mickey
Kantor, the U.S. trade representative, hammered out a compromise agreement
cutting subsidies on both sides by 21 percent over six years.

Newsweek, December 20, 1993
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Japan will accept rice imports of 4-8% of domestic consumption for six
years, starting from 1995.
Far Eastern Economic Review, December 30, 1993 & January 6, 1994
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South Korea agreed to import 1-2% of consumption, also from 1995.(9

Far Eastern Economic Review, December 30, 1993 & January 6, 1994
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Morihiro Hosokawa. The Japanese Prime Minister also scored big on theat-
rics. He made his formal announcement on opening his country’s hitherto
protected rice market at a 4 a.m. press conference in Tokyo, having sent
Foreign Minister Tsutomu Hata to Geneva in a showy, if futile, 11th—hour
appeal for a reprieve.

Time, December 27, 1993
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. it (=GATT) will profoundly alter the way the world trades and lives.
It will ultimately reduce prices for many consumers; a British study es-
timated it would knock $30 off an average family’s grocery bill each month.
It will force marginal and inefficient farmers off the land from Portugal to
Japan. It will favor competitive countries.

Newsweek, January 3, 1994

B EL BMAAB LA T ONT, FRICALEZWS LB -TLE T,

EELIhCBPIADRD E, " TV X T IV—=TThHb, CDFXFT VR T IV—T71F
GATT ZREEDOUHM L O BHOMNBE E R L OBV LI BBV, GATT R THF %
NHNBI1EEDBIRIENBLRZED D T, MAZBHINBEOEZHOHERY
EHLTVWAEDLI TR O—RERBHELZ PO TH B, 5 LEE X BFRDO LI A
HARBEcHEOMR2LEL Lr B ot TOdh OFEEE GATT GEBLEDRKOD
HEITHODDBZ B,

Cairns Group farm exporters, including Australia, New Zealand, Malaysia, In-
donesia and Thailand, are looking forward to better access to the Japanese,
EC and US markets. More important, as the US and EC start a progressive
reduction in their farm subsidies, thus raising prices, Asia—Pacific suppliers
hope to win business in China and Russia, previously monopolised by Euro-
pean and American exporters.

Far Eastern Economic Review, December 30, 1993 & January 6, 1994
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Cf. | Eleven—year hitch
A GATT chronology

December 1992 Further amendments to final text suggested
January 1993 US and EC disagree over market access
March 2nd 1993 Deal must be presented to Congress

Source: Reuters
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(11) Cf. BHFR, 19934, 10H23H,
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