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Life is great, even at the Fred Finch Orphanage, even in spite of matrons
giving you a bath once a week, strange women with red noses and red hands
lifting you up and dropping you down in the tub and scrubbing you. It was
insulting, but it wasn’t half bad as being out there in all that water of the

dear ocean with no place to stand. I love you California.®
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While still at school he had sold newspapers in his spare time...

Later he became a messenger with a postal telegraph company ...®
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. but I hated school, I hated teachers, so why did I feel I was losing
something? Well, obviously, because she felt she was, but I didn't look at it

that way at the time.?”
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I didn’t learn very much about writing from books, ...
but mainly I learn from other things, from things I saw and heard in the

street, and in the theatres.®
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In 1919 when I was ten going on eleven I believed the world couldn’t fool

me.®
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By 1919 T had come to feel old and wise, so perhaps I had a right to feel, as
perhaps I was, in fact.(l®
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“The Americans don't like us, so we don’t like them.”
“So that’s it. Which Americans don’t like you?”

“All of them.”

“Me?”

“Yes, you.”dV
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What does it mean to be in Fresno? Well, I am here by choice, so it means at
least that. 1?2
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Maybe I'm in Fresno on behalf of my father, who came here with his

family in the early summer of 1908, just before I was born.!¥
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Well, first of all, just where was my home? Was it Fresno, where I was
born? Was it San Jose, where my father died? Was it Oakland, where I

spent four very important years?{4
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Well, I didn't know, although I suspected it was quite a matter of that
kind at all.
Home was in myself, and I wasn't there, that's all. I was far from

home.(®
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It was probably us, a family, a continuous and difficult if not frequently

impossible state of being together, all of us in the same place.(®
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When I was seventeen, for instance, I wanted to get out of town because I

seemed to be fighting everybody. I had been kicked out of school so many



RYARNTE 2

times that I finally left for good when I was fifteen and went to work with

Mexicans and Japanese on one of Aram’s vineyards,...!7?
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I began to leave in 1926, when I was pretty well along in years, almost
eighteen, after having had a full decade of important growth in the busy

town.(®
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